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Essay 3 Prompt: The Human Condition
Over the course of the semester, we have discussed the concepts of freedom, law, justice, religion, morality, rhetoric, righteousness, technology, media, killing, government, right/wrong, good/bad, money, advertising, the soul, and other ideas we have built our lives on. We’ve also spent a lot of time discussing the loopholes around many of these concepts, such as law, justice, and ethics. Through the films A Time to Kill, God Bless America, American Beauty, Scent of a Woman, A.I.,and Bicentennial Man, as well as the recent readings that you read, we’ve also discussed our society and role of the individual. This essay will be a synthesis of everything this class has covered and has prompted you to discover for yourself. BUT, before you sit down to write, think. Think long and hard. I will guide you through this process… 
· Think about Frank’s speech in the office and his final monologue at the end of GBA; think about what he says and what you wrote about his comments regarding how our society has become and us as a civilization…

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Think about Lester and his midlife crisis in AB; think about the importance Ricky places on beauty, and Lester’s final behind-the-scenes monologue; think, as well, about the other characters in the film and the representation of the family as the microcosm of society…

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Think about Lt. Colonel Frank Slade’s character and final speech at Baird in SW; think about his comments concerning the human spirit and the construction of the individual by elite institutions such as Baird School…

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Think about the society that More describes in his excerpts from Utopia, and how the both reflect and contradict certain aspects of our society today…

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Think about the definitions of concepts such as good/bad, right/wrong, moral/immoral, fair, just, etc. (look at the list I had on the board as well as your Essay 2)…

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Think about the society we live in and our discussions of GMOs, technology, euthanasia, educational institutions, corporations, pharmaceuticals, governments, media, fear, and population control, and compare that to the society you’d like to live in (you can also take that opportunity to compare the 1st world with the 3rd world, especially in concepts of civility and human progress)…      

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Think about concepts we seem to have lost, such as decency, integrity, and honor…
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Think about where we’ve been, where we are, and where we’re headed as a civilization…
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Now I want you to consider the origins (taken from dictionary.com) for some words: for a moment a few quotes in relation to one other:

· civilize (V)- the act or process of bringing out of the savage or uneducated state
· civil (ADJ)- relating to a citizen, relating to public life

· human (N)- man, earthly being; (ADJ)- sympathetic, kind, learned, refined, civilized
· humane (ADJ)- having qualities befitting human beings; acting in a manner that causes the least harm 
· humanity (N)- kindness, graciousness, human kind

· spirit (N)- animating or vital principle in man and animals; the soul or breath

· society (N)- companionship, friendly association with others

· shame (N)- disgrace, guilt, ignominy 
· decency (N)- appropriateness to standards of society, modesty

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Now consider what I said in class about being human, that just because you have a head and four limbs doesn’t make you a human being, but that it is rather determined by your character and how you treat the world and other beings around you. Perhaps at this point you would like to take a moment and ponder your own definition of human or expand upon my statement above…

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

At this point, I want you to think about some quotes (some of these are from the films, and some are outside materials you can look up if you like):

· “Why have a civilization if we’re no longer interested in being civilized?” (God Bless)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· “We're fickle, stupid beings with poor memories and a great gift for self destruction.” (Suzanne Collins)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· "Who are you? America has become a cruel and vicious place. We reward the shallowest, the dumbest, the meanest, and the loudest. No longer have any common sense of decency. No sense of shame. There's no right and wrong. The worst qualities in people are looked up to and celebrated. Lying and spreading fear are fine, as long as you make money doing it. We've become a nation of slogan-saying, bile-spewing, hate mongers. We've lost our kindness. We've lost our soul. What have we become when we take the weakest in our society and we hold them up to be ridiculed and laughed at for our sport and entertainment?” (God Bless America)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· “People don’t care if they damage each other… Nobody takes personal responsibility for anything anymore” (God Bless America)
·  “In a way, I’m dead already” (American Beauty)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· “It’s just stuff! And it’s become more important than living!” (American Beauty)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· “But there isn't nothin' like the sight of an amputated spirit; there is no prosthetic for that.” (Scent of a Woman)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· “They're animals, all right. But why are you so goddamn sure that makes us human beings?”  (Stephen King)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· “Once I thought that to be human was the highest aim a man could have, but I see now that it was meant to destroy me. To-day I am proud to say that I am inhuman, that I belong not to men and governments, that I have nothing to do with creeds and principles. I have nothing to do with the creaking machinery of humanity - I belong to the earth!” (Henry Miller)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· “…he won't sell anybody out to buy his future!! And that, my friends, is called integrity! That's called courage! Now that's the stuff leaders should be made of. Now I have come to the crossroads in my life. I always knew what the right path was. Without exception, I knew. But I never took it. You know why? It was too damn hard. Now here's Charlie. He's come to the crossroads. He has chosen a path. It's the right path. It's a path made of principle -- that leads to character.” (Scent of a Woman)
·  “Love is our most unifying and empowering common spiritual denominator. The more we ignore its potential to bring greater balance and deeper meaning to human existence, the more likely we are to continue to define history as one long inglorious record of man’s inhumanity to man.”  (Aberjhani) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· “I guess I could be pretty pissed off about what happened to me... but it's hard to stay mad, when there's so much beauty in the world. Sometimes I feel like I'm seeing it all at once, and it's too much, my heart fills up like a balloon that's about to burst... And then I remember to relax, and stop trying to hold on to it, and then it flows through me like rain and I can't feel anything but gratitude for every single moment of my stupid little life...” (American Beauty)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

And the thought that we ended class with on Wednesday, that I said may be an explanation for why Frank, Lester, and Lt. Colonel Slade act as they do…

· “When we don’t have enough love, and we don’t have enough hope, we start losing the strength to live.” (Nick Vujicic- “Overcoming Hopelessness”)
And now, armed with all of the class discussions, all the questions I’ve asked you over the past few weeks, the materials we’ve examined, the Moodle posts you’ve done, the assignments you’ve written on existentialism and the films, and thoughts you’ve had on these topics, consider all of this information and everything above as you answer your final prompt…

PROMPT: Are we human beings? Why or why not? And do we have a civilization, and if so, is a humane one? Why or why not? In the process of your discussion, you need to define your terms; you may use the definitions I’ve provided above or your own if you wish, but make sure to be clear and to stick to that definition throughout. I want you to take a hard, critical look at our society, and analyze it in the essay. You may look at any aspects that interest you and that help argue your point, but make sure to be specific and give examples. So don’t just say “An example of our humanity is hospitals”— explain how, why, etc. Explain how concepts such as justice, beauty, morality, love, compassion, values, consumerism, law, technology, and the spirit/soul fit into your discussion (you must cover at least 3 of these concepts). You must also incorporate at least one of the films into your discussion— you may choose to discuss anything you deem relevant to your argument, such as a character, an event, the message, etc. Make sure to be clear about who/ what you’re analyzing and why, and how that fits in your argument. Examine the individual and his actions in the larger context of the society in which he is raised—is he a construct of his environment and are his actions informed/ influenced/ programmed by that environment? Is our society sick? What ultimately seems to be the problem in society? 
This is a comprehensive essay that incorporates critical thinking, philosophy, text, and observation of real life. GIVE YOURSELF TIME!!! Make sure that you cover all the bases and complete the requirements. There are multiple parts to this essay so don’t forget anything. The structure is going to depend on your argument, but if you’re stuck and panicking, I suggest structuring your body paragraphs based on social aspects or concepts that you’re going to analyze and argue for/against. MAKE SURE TO ARGUE THROUGHOUT! This is NOT a persuasive essay in which you try to convince me what we should or should not do. You are trying to convince me how things are or are not, what is or is not the case. Figure out your argument first and then everything else will fall into place. 

Print and attach rubric to essay.
Requirements: 

· MLA format
· 5-7 pages (you know what this means, minimum bottom of pg. 5… shoot for the stars people!) 

· must cover all aspects explained in the prompt: definitions, social aspect analysis with examples, at least 3 concepts, at least one film, examination of individual in society

· outside research is not necessary, but if you incorporate it you must have a Works Cited page; you may quote from the films if you need to but do so sparsely and wisely

· As you think about what you want to write in your essay, think about the things we've discussed and look around-- do you see these things in life? For example, if you think that kindness and justice are necessary to have a civilization, do you see that in real life?? This essay is very complicated--- take your time! 

